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FESTUBERT  AFTER  BOMBARDMENT.
the President of the French Republic had paid visits to the Front. It was therefore fitting, though a break with long precedent (George II., who fought at Dettingen, was the last King of England to leave his country for the seat of war) that our King should for once leavo England's shores and the multifarious activities in connexion with the war which occupied him, and see with his own eyes tho progress of events in France and Flanders, and encourage by his presence his loyal and enthusiastic soldiers.
The Prince of Wales was already in the field, working hard and unostentatiously as a junior officer at headquarters, where he had been appointed aide-de-camp to Sir John French, and his presence and the manner in which ho performed his duties were a stimulus to those with whom he was a comrade in anus. But the presence with them of the King's heir did not diminish the pride with which the soldiers
of the Expeditionary Force received tho King himself, nor the satisfaction which such a visit gave to his Allies.
As matter of prudence, there was no public announcement in advance of the King's movements. It was just known that he did propose to visit France, bxit the first actual intimation that this historic ovent had taken place was after he had reached the headquarters of liia Army. The King left Buckingham Palace on Sunday afternoon, November 30, and at night was conveyed in a warship across the Channel He \\ent without pomp or pageant, as a soldier on active service, in his khaki uniform, and tho next morning landed without ceremony on tho French coast, being met by the Prince of Wales.
The visit lasted throughout the vpeek, and was one of the hardest weeks that ever our hard-worked King spoilt during this strenuous